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traction of the os internum is entirely to be depended upon
Dr. Simpson believes, if I am right in my interpretation of his
views, that unless the uterine sound pass without effort intc
the uterine cavity, there is contraction of the os internum
Now the careful examination of many hundred females with
the sound, has led me to a different conclusion. There evi-
dently exists at the os internum a kind of muscular sphincter,
formed by a strong band of the circular muscular fibres of the
cervix, and destined to close the uterus during the latter stages
of pregnancy. Generally speaking, this sphincter, in the
natural state, is sufficiently closed to prevent the uterine
sound passing into the cavity of the uterus, unless a consider-
able amount of pressure be exercised. In nearly all the females
I-examine, in the interval of menstruation, the sound passes
easily along the cervical cavity, but stops at the os internum,
and that when there is no reason whatever to suppose the ex-
istence of a morbid coarctation."-p. 366.

This wide difference in the conclusions arrived at by Dr.
Simpson and Dr. Bennet is worthy of notice, and one which
should be decided, if possible, by more numerous, inde-
pendent, and trustworthy observations. Our own opinion,
after no small experience, is decidedly in favour of the views
of Dr. Simpson; for we believe that in all cases where the
uterus is in a perfectly healthy state, the sound will pass
freely into its cavity. We have also much doubt as to the
correctness of the assertion, that the cervical canal is uni-
formly dilated by the existence of inflammation; on the con-
trary, we think that the first effect of inflammation of the
neck of the uterus is to close the canal.

Chapter XIV., treating of the displacements of the uterus
- prolapsus, anteversion, retroversion, retroflexion, and so on,
and their connexion with inflammation-is exceedingly in-
teresting, and deserves careful perusal. In it Dr. Bennet
maintains his almost peculiar views, that prolapsus and all
other uterine displacements are generally the result of in-
creased volume and weight of some part or other of the

organ, caused either by inflammatory action or by morbid
growths. Although much has been written of late to con.

trovert the opinions thus put forth, we still agree with Dr.

Bennet, believing that the doctrines brought forward against
this gentleman are fundamentally wrong, and, as he says,
" calculated to lead practitioners into serious practical errors."
In the remaining three chapters are to be found full details
of all that is known concerning polypi and fibrous tumours of
the uterus, syphilitic ulceration of this organ, and cancer; the
treatise being concluded with directions for making physical
examinations of the uterus and uterine organs, together with
remarks on the speculum and uterine sound, as well as on the
various kinds of specula. In drawing our notice to an end,
we cannot do otherwise than reiterate our opinion, that the
present edition of "Inflammation of the Uterus" deserves the
careful perusal of every practitioner.

A Treatise on Electricity, in Theory and Practice. By AUG.
DE LA RivE, Ex-Professor in the Academy of Geneva, &c.
In 2 vols. Vol. I. 8vo, pp. 564. London: Longmans.

THis work, from its nature, scarcely admits of any extended
notice. It is a very elaborate treatise on electricity in all its
forms. It is divided into six parts. The first is introductory,
and contains a general exposition of fundamental pheno-
mena, and a description of the principal instruments that are
employed either in producing or detecting and measuring
electricity. The second part, entitled Static Electricity, is
devoted to the exposition of general phenomena-that is to
say, the laws presented by electricity in the state of rest or
tension-attraction and repulsion, dist-,ibutioii, induction, dis-
guised electricity, &c. The third part comprises electro-

dynamics and magnetism. The fourth includes an account of
the transmission of electricity through different media. The
fifth has for its object the sources of electricity; and the sixth
is devoted to all the various phenomena of which electricity
is susceptible. The present volume contains the first three of

the above divisions, which are treated with much ability.
The translation is by Mr. Charles V. Walker, and is spirited
and faithful.

A Dictionary ofP)-aclical.3redicine. By JAMES COPLAND, M.D.
Part XVI. 8vo. London: Longman and Co.

THE chief contents of this part of Dr. Copland’s elaborate
Dictionary are the conclusion of the article Spinal Column,
The Spleen, The Stomach, Succussion, Sycosis, Sympathy,
and Symptomatology. The work sustains its justly high
character in this Part. The two last articles are particularly
deserving of notice.

CLINICAL INSTRUCTION IN EDINBURGH.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-The importance of the subject commented on in a
leading article of Saturday, Dec. llth, urges me to hope
that you will find space for some remarks on the sub-
ject of allotting to the professor of surgery in the University
of Edinburgh, a portion, at least, of the beds in the new build-
ing of the infirmary, for the double purpose of illustrating his,
the professor’s, surgical lectures at the University, as well as
for keeping up his practical information on the various sub-
jects to which his course of lectures is tributary; thereby
enabling the professor, by associating himself at the bedsides
of the cases with his auditors, to make a deeper impression on
their minds.
No man who has known Professor Miller for so many

years as 1 have done, and whose professional education and
career was carried on under the fostering care of one of the
brightest luminaries the surgical profession ever beheld in the
United Kingdom, can suppose that Professor Miller, in asking
for a score of beds to be allotted to him, is endeavouring to
encroach upon the privileges of any other surgical professor
connected with either the Edinburgh University or Infirmary,
I truly grieve to think that such a feeling should exist in the

breast of any man.
! I earnestly hope the managers of the Infirmary still
adhere to their determination, for if there be one professor
in the University more gifted than any other with the power
of presenting to the students the abundant information with
which his mind is stored, that professor is James Miller.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
Dec. 1852. 

_____________ 

F.R.C.S.E.

IMMENSE DOSES OF OPIATES.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-A patient of mine has just recovered from his second
attack of delirium tremens, who took, in seventy-two hours,
the following drugs before sleep was obtained-viz., 12 grains
of muriate of morphia, 490 minims of tincture of opium,
28 grains of gum opium, together with 13 grains of tartar-
antimony. Having got this enormous quantity of sedative
medicine, he slept soundly for eight hours, and awoke quite
well. The delirium seemed immediately to follow a severe
diarrhoea, which lasted two days, and for which he took
nothing but rice-water. He is a fine, hearty-looking man,
thirty-five years and a half old, of active, bustling disposition,
and was in a state of mania for fourteen days after his first
attack, in consequence of being allowed his accustomed pota-
tions of gin and ale as part of the treatment. During this, the
second attack, lie was kept upon beef-tea, tea, arrowroot, and
only six ounces of port-wine, no other vinous or spirituous
liquors being given. As I administered most of the doses
myself, seeing him every three or four hours, I can vouch for
what I have stated. When I had given equivalent to sixty-
six grains, taking one grain of morphia as equal to four of
opium, I requested the opinion of my friend, Dr. Hamilton
Roe, who agreed with mn in the necessity of continuing the
treatment. I have no time to look up authorities, but I believe
none except the American physicians give opium as largely as .
was done by me in this case. Of course I do not mean to say
that any more should be given than will procure sleep, or that
the disease should be treated without ardent spirit, wine or
beer, but I should suggest their use being more confined to
cases exhausted by long-continued intoxication; just, indeed,
where morphia and tartar-emetic for obvious reasons would be
inadmissible.

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Hairow-road, Dec. 1852. WILLIAM THORN.WILLIAM THORN.


